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( 263 ) 
I.—Forgren Porrrics. 


1307. - The Amrita Bazar Patrika says, ‘‘the recent utterances of the 
__. German Emperor willshow how unreasonable and 
The assault on the German gelfish all irresponsible despots are.” The Kaiser 
Emperor. . : | | ° ce - 6 : 
is reported to have said that, “if ever again in Berlin 
insubordination should be rampant against the King, the bayonets of the 
Alexander Guards should crush: it,” 


‘‘ These despots,” says the Paitrika, “know only one remedy to put down 


discontent in the land, and. it is to bayonet and shoot people when they give 


expression to it. But there is another and a better way. It»is to remove. the 
causes that produce discontent.” 


1308. The Bengalee says, ‘‘ According to the Englishnan, the constant 

i icles eli expeditions: made by the allied forces in China are 

The allied armies in prompted by no other motive than that of securing 
loot. The armies of the European Powers have by common consent been guilty 


of the most diabolical excesses, and now their cupidity seems to know no 


bounds.” 

‘‘ The troops of the allied Powers have been guilty of worse crimes than 
the murder of a few missionaries, who in a manner courted their fate, and One 
who is above earthly Powers will punish them some day.” OP a a! 

Russia and England. 1309. The following is taken from the Amrita 

: Bazar Patrika:— | 

‘A Russian official of high rank is said to have declared toa‘ corres- 
pondent of a Vienna journal, that all attempts to hinder Russia in separate 
negotiations with China would be summarily resisted, and it was a misconcep- 


tion to suppose that Russia was afraid of being either attacked or threatened by 
Great Britain.” 


- JI.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


. (e)—Police. 


1310. The Surajpura (Shahabad) correspondent of the Behar Herald 
Daccities in Shahabea reports that, on the 10th instant, a gang of dacoits, 
Bewew es ‘ numbering 50 or 60 men, attacked the shopkeepers 
at the Bhuruni Fair, looting property at their own sweet will, and were eventually 
driven off by the joint action of the police and people, although none of 
their number was arrested. The next day, another port some dacoits attacked 
mahajans returning from the Fair, but were promptly dispersed; and two hours 
mag about 9 p.m., the cousin of the local Raja was robbed of property worth 
s. 300. | 
1311. An article on police. reform, ‘“ communicated” to the Behar News 


suggests the ‘appointment of a Commission composed 
eer Nee. _ of “intelli has 0 unbiassed and honestly patriotic 


gentlemen, from both outside and inside the Police Department” to discuss the - 


question of Police reform. 

The Police is described as “a corroding cancer in the otherwise healthy 
British administration.” 

1312, The Bengalee <n that if it has frequently urged the necessity 

for police reform, it g done so in no spirit of 

fault-tinding,- but. from eagerness to help the 
Administration. It then points out that, under the Police Code, a thana officer 
is required to keep up fifty books and files, and that he is practically reduced to 
& writing machine, and has no time to look after criminals and detect crime. _ 

‘If an embankment has given way, if the price of provisions has risen, if 
any notable incident of the kind has taken place, it is the police who are 


An urgent police reform. 


employed to collect information. . They are thus taken away from their legiti- 


mate duties, which necessarily suffer.” ca . 
Thana officers should be relieved of the interminable mass of clerical work 
now thrown on them, and the police employed exclusively on police duties. 


_ Amnrta Bazar 
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INDIAN MIRROR, 


BENGALSZE, 


BENGALER, 
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_ Superintendent’s office, -is—suspended by Mr. Rei 


( 264 ) 


1318, A correspondent writes to the Bengalee, that the police of the Galsi 
thana (district Burdwan) have-been guilty of bring- 

Burdwan police end s Posts ing @ false charge + en and assaulting a Post. 
ape | master, who had offended the Daroga by refusing 
to leave his dinner to serve him. The District Superintendent of Police is 


1314, T > Dhak; again referring to this subject, quotes an article from 

a Poona paper, which says that any one at all 

_ ‘Mr. Tilak under espionage. = trained to recognise a detective can, by looking 

from Mr. Tilak’s house, see “ detectives to the right and to the left, detectives in 
front and behind.” 

The Bengalke calls on Government to abandon this system of secret 
watching, whicl is more worthy of a Russian than a British Government. 
‘The Government should be confronted and an explanation demanded.” 

1315, Referring to Mr. James’ retirement from the Commissionership of 


a the Calcutta Police, the Indian Mirror remarks that 

of iy, James: Inte Commissioner ¢he utmost praise that can be given to the retired 
_ Officer is that he was socially a success. In wel- 
coming Mr. Showers, the Mirror hopes to find in him a more energetic officer, 


and points out that of all the multifarious duties that await him, the first is 
the cleansing of that Augean stable, the Bara Bazar section of the city next 
the perpetual Kabuli nuisance ; and, thirdly, the reform of his own police, by 
the introduction of Indians of known respectability and tried ability. 
1316, It is just when he introduces into his judgment irrelevant matter 

The Heitiatd piles wnieidinl, (for which he. has been condemned) and pours a 


stream of light into the dark recesses of the Admi- 
nistration, that Mr. Pennell is most interesting. So great was Mr, Pennell’s 


distrust of the Noakhali police, that, in his opinion, every police officer who 
appeared before him in the murder case perjured himself. But a Government 
servant who ventures to expose and to expostulate and disturb the quiet, 
accustomed way of officialism, must suffer for the violation of traditions. In 
his unmeasured denunciation of the. Noakhali police, Mr. Pennell has found 
a powerful coadjutor in Mr, Geidt, by whose judgment he has at last been 
vindicated. Mr, Geidt shows that Mr, Reily was simply a figurehead, and was 


completely in the hands of the Head Clerk, Koilash, who, together with Osman 


Ali, is believed to have been concerned in a theft of currency notes. Even the 
District Magistrate was under the influence of Osman Ali’s clique. Then 
the Head Muharrir, because he gives evidence that Osman Ali and the Head 
Clerk have altered the number of the notes in the paper which is in the District 

y on the Head Clerk’s 
report. Could there be stronger evidence of the hopeless incapacity of 
Mr. Reily? And so the Bengalee repeats all the points which go against the 
Noakhali police, and remarks that Mr. Geidt’s judgment shows not only the 
necessity for reform in the police administration, but also the urgent need 
for the separation of the Judicial and Executive functions. 


1317, The Bengalee publishes a letter giving particulars of a case in 


which two persons, father and son, of Baidyabati, 
Steen ene aguine' the Seram- had their houses searched by the Serampore police, 
pore police. 


‘were arrested and kept in the lock-up, and subse- 
quently released on bail, when the case against them turned out to be one of a 
civil nature. 7 


(b)—~ Working of the Courts, 


13818. The Amrita Bazar Patitka publishes a communication, said to come 
| _. from an European Sessions Judge, in which the 
onan Judges and the High writer thanks the Pairika for doing a great public 
~ service in publishing side by side the judgments 
of Mr. Pennell and the ee Court in the Noakhali adultery case. oa 
Remarking on this, the Pairika agrees with the correspondent that the 
judgment of a Sessions Judge should be criticised on its own merits, and not 
condemned simply because it was condemned by the High Court, 
“Phe Sessions J atpes, asa rule, are not only very convicting, but pass 
very heavy sentences.” ‘I'he reason for this is thut an acquitting Judge has 


( 265 ) 
very little chance of promotion, and has to give explanations when he cannot 


show a certain percentage of convictions. ge 
1319. On the subject of the High Court judgment in the Noakhali 
; ; murder case, the same paper says: ‘ The 
The High Court judgment in decision, we need hardly sav. will create the 
the Noakhali murder case. y, 7 create 
, , greatest sensation possible in the country. It will, 
perhaps, eclipse the sensation caused by even the judgment of Mr. Pennell. 
Those who read Mr. Pennell’s B oy sven we believe, there is not one 
educated man in the country, 
thought that there was no loophole left for the prisoners to escape. But, it 
seems, they calculated without their host. Mr. Ameer Ali’s intellect has proved. 
superior to that of the whole world. But was ever a prisoner, under capital 
sentence, sent back by the High Court for re-trial? This is an unprecedented 
event in the history of the Calcutta High Court,—at least that is what the 
members of the Bar say ;—and it is al] the more striking, as the procedure was 
adopted in reference to an insignificant .Mussalman of Noakhali. It is, how- 
ever, very doubtful if the unfortunate man, Sadak Ali, will consider it an act 
of mercy to be thus subjected to the terrible ordeal of a second trial on a 
charge of murder. From a layman’s point of view, he should have been either 
acquitted or hanged. But laymen must always bow down to the decision of 
the superior geniuses who sit on the Bench of the High Court. The imme- 
diate result of the High Court’s decision would be to give a further lease of 
life to the Pennell case; for, the Hon’ble Judges have introduced elements in 
their judgments which are not likely to go unchallenged, but will provoke keen 
criticism. The arrangement was an admirable one—Justice Ameer Ali acquit- 
ting two of the three prisoners. and ordering the re-trial of the third, and 
Mr. Justice Pratt performing the agreeable task of passing benediction upon 
Mr. Pennell. Indeed, while Mr, Ameer Ali’s judgment is sombre and serious, 
Mr, Pratt’s is short and sweet.”’ ee 
1320. ‘After what has happened,” the Indian Mirror is not surprised 
ai at the pronouncement of the High Court in the 
Noakhali case. But the Mirror reflects native public 
opinion, ‘and that opinion is loud and indignant, and to the effect that there 
has been a failure of | aig we as there was when the same Divisional Bench 
acquitted a Muhammadan destroyer of a Hindu home in Noakhali.” — 
13821. The Amrita Bazar Pairika says, “ Perhaps no one feels more keenly 
— than Mr. Justice Ameer Ali that his decision in the 


murder case has caused profound disappointment 


in the country. It is a sad commentary on the decision of the High Court — 
that, while the Hon’ble Judges were pillorying Mr. Pennell from their seats on. 


the Bench, the people of Noakhaliand Feni were paymg almost royal honours 
to. the abject of their censure.” , 

The Patrike regrets that Mr. Ameer Ali ever had anything to do with the 
case. ‘It is a case which has a political significance, the importance of which 
can hardly be overrated. In the interests of justice, fair play, and the gone 
name of the Administration, the murder appeal should have been heard by 
some strong European, and not Indian, Judges.” . 

An Indian Judge, in Conny case like this, would he in a very delicate 
position, and another reason why Mr. Ameer Ali should not have been allowed 
to decide it, is the universal disapprobation with whith his judgment in the 
adultery case has been received. — 

The Pairika. also thinks that the Advocate-General, and not Mr. Leith, 
should have appeared on behalf of the Crown. It asks why no steps were 
taken to compel Mr. Leith to: take instructions from Mr. ennell. ‘¢Had 
Mr. Pennell been allowed to instruct a competent lawyer, Mr. Justice Ameer 
Ali might not. perhaps have disposed of the appeal in the way he has done.” | 

1322. The Bengalee doubts if any case in recent times has attracted so 

The Neakhell weinvde much attention and teemed with so many moment- 

‘ munder case. —__ ous questions as the Noakhali murder case, which, 
being no jonger sub judice, can now be considered in all its bearings. ‘* What- 
ever the legal aspect of the case, the public has all oes felt that it was not 
only the accused persons, but.also Mr. Pennell, and, wit 


. him, the principles 
which he so fully represents, that were awaiting trial. 


uropean or Indian, who has not studied it,—_ 
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Mr. Justice Ameer Ali dealt with the case in a very temperate way. The 
same cannot be of said Mr, Justice Pratt, whose ‘‘ observations came like 
a painful surprise.” His remarks are classed as both ' “injudicious and. 

ydicial.” ie | 

v Regarding the observation made by Mr. Justice Pratt at the commence- 
ment of the appeal and te age in the judgment, that there was no reference 
by Mr. Penn t to the High Court, the Bengalee thinks the learned Judges were 
under # misapprehension, which may have prejudiced Mr. Pennell in their 
minds. Section 374, Criminal Procedure Code, lays down that the proceedings 
shall be submitted to the High Court for confirmation, and does not direct that 
they shall be accompanied by a letter of reference. Mr. Pennell himself 
handed over the record, so there was no need of a letter. a 

Then follows a recount of dates and the doings of Mr. Pennell, from the 
delivery of his judgment to his suspension, to show that he had no opportunity 
of writing the letter, and that there is no justification for the observation. 

The facts and circumstances of the case will be discussed in future issues. 

1323. The Bengalee, in its second article on the High Court judgment in 

eget the Noakhali case, again referring to the remark 

The Noakhali murder case. § of the Judges that no reference had been made to 

the High Court, maintains that, though no letter had been written, Mr. Pennell 

had, in fact and in law, made the necessary reference, and that ‘*to come to 

any other conclusion is not to approach the case with a calm and dispassionate 
mind, but to irritatingly indulge in a piece of supersubtle technicality.” 

‘Tt isan absolutely unjust and erroneous decision on this side-issue that 
is made the basis and starting-point of this judgment of the High Court, 
and............1¢ must have contributed to the decision, which all right-thinking 
men must regard in the light of a failure of justice.” — 

The Bengalee cannot conceive how it was possible on the evidence to come 
to the conclusion that two of the accused were not ey » hor why the 
evidence of eye-witnesses should be believed or partially believed against 
Sadak Ali and discredited with regard to the other accused, ‘ There are 
some very glaring defects on the face of the judgment, which will be referred 
to in a future issue,” : | Ae 

If the Judges considered the trial had not been fair and proper, it was 
their duty, at the outset, to refuse to go into the merits of the case, and to 
send it back for retrial at once. The order for the retrial of Sadak Ali will 
give the impression that they could not see their way to acquit him, and had 

made up their minds not to uphold the conviction regarding any of the accused. 
The remarks of Mr, ‘Justice Ameer Ali regarding Mr. Reily amount toa 
general certificate of good character to that officer. “Is not Mr. Justice 
Ameer Ali, therefore, anticipating his own decision in a case that is pendin 
before him? Is not this a grave judicial irregularity ?............Is the judicia 
proceeding............against Mr, Reily to be a mere matter of form—a farce 
as some people would call it ?”’ | 

1324. ‘The Bengalee, in its third article on the High Court judgment in 

‘i the Noakhali murder case, referring to the remarks 

. of Mr. Justice Ameer Ali that the evidence of the 

witnesses Torab and Hossein is wholly unreliable, fails to see what kind 

of a retrial is to be held. The High Court has already supplied the Judge 

with its own views of the evidence, and the order for the retrial of Sadak 
Ali is a glaring absurdity. Se 

The most serious defect in the judgment is that the High Court Judges 
have absolutely ignored the charges made by Mr. Pennell against the Execu- 
tive authorities of trying to interfere with his judicial independence. | 

The Bengalee cannot agree with their Lordships that these points were 
- irrelevant, and the public voice is loud in its demand for an explanation. 

Every allegation made by Mr. Pennell in this connection is strictly and 
absolutely relevant. | 

The remarks of the Hon’ble Judges that Mr. Pennell had shown personal 
animosity, and introduced certain documents for “his own personal and own 
ulterior purposes,’’ are characterized as untrue and uncharitable. 

‘* From start to finish, there 18 nothing in Mr. Pennell’s judgment to show 
that Mr, Pennell, the Judge, is subordinate to Mr. Pennell , the individual.” 
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1325. A Noakha'i correspondent of the Patrika has contributed a 
lengthy criticism on the judgments in the Sivatara 
"Gage, endeavouring to show that Mr. Pennell was 
right in convicting the accused. The Paérika says, ‘‘If Mr. Justice Ameer. 
Ali will care to go through the criticism.........he will find how he erred in 
some important points........ and why his decision gave such grave offence 


The Noakhali adultery case. 


to the Hindu community.” For instance, ‘it was an European District 


Magistrate and not a Hindu Deputy who asked for bail, and his (Mr. Ameer 
Ali’s) Muhammadan convert, Sivatara, knew only one word of Muhammadan 
religion, namely, Bismollah (sic).” : | 
1326. A Noakhali correspondent of the Amrita Bazar Patrika contributes 
| wid. a column of arguments on points in the Sivatara 


case, endeavouring to show that Mr. Pennell was 
right and the High Court wrong. | 


The case is contrasted with the Dacca case, in which the same Judges not — 


only enhanced the sentence, but (so says the correspondent) made an announce- 
ment that they would not deal leniently with any one charged with similar 
offences. 

‘This looks like an executive proclamation. ‘This is possible now-a-days 
only because the High Court now-a-days is permeated with executive instinct. 
They want to govern, while it is their duty to judge.” 

1327. The Amrita Bazar Pairtka complains of a sentence of whipping 

oo passed by Mr. Yusuf, Joint-Magistrate of Burdwan, 

ns Se on a young man who is a bhadraloke and a clerk 

in a merchant’s office in Calcutta. It is contended 

that the man was only keeping the umbrella with a view to restoring it to 

its owner, who had left it behind by mistake; and the Patrika rakes up some 

remarks passed by the High Court six years ago, to show that whipping is a 
punishment not intended for those holding ‘‘ a position in society.” | 

1328. The Hindoo Patriot notices the case because the infliction of the 

aoe sentence of whipping is somewhat repugnant to 
public feelings, and it is condemned on account of 


its being irrevocable. The man on whom the sentence is passed is disgraced _ 


for ever; he can never wipe it out. Even it he makes an appeal, and 
succeeds, he cannot repair the humiliation which he has already undergone, 
though in the eye of the law he can remove his stain. But that is little or no 
consolation to him. It is for all these considerations that the Patriot protests 
against this punishment, and the present case has attracted its notice sls on 
these grounds. 


(d)— Education, 


1329. ‘*A Sympathiser” makes the following complaints in the Bengalee 
re ee aanae teaching staff, besides being weak, is constantly 
changed. (2) The tables given for dissection are very small for the large 
number of students comprising each batch. The result is that no satisfactory 
dissection can be done; nor is it possible for students, not actually dissecting, to 
observe the dissector. (3) The soap given the students should not be ordinary 
bar soap, but carbolic soap, such as is used by the demonstrators and teachers. 
(4) The dissecting tables should be of marble, not tin which gives some 


trouble in cleaning up. Lastly, at the annual examinations, printed questions’ 
should be set, and bound answer-books distributed to the examinees, as at all: 


University examinations. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


1330. The Indian Mi-ror’s Hooghly correspondent writes as follows:— 
‘The attention of the Municipal authorities 
| at Hooghly should be directed to the present 
insanitary condition of the town, where: small-pox and cholera are raging 
virulently. The long-neglected public roads ral streets, covered with dust, 


Insanitary Hooghly. 


should be thoroughly macadamised and daily watered, and the drains choked 


up with accumulated filth, should be properly cleansed.” 


regarding the Dacca Medical School:—(1) The. 
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1831. The Behar News, ina lengthy leader, condemns in strong language 

| St wnichoalt the shortcomings of the municipal administration 

The Bhagalpur Municipa'y- —_ of Bhagalpur, which have reduced that town to a 
condition ** worse than hell.” | 

The chief cause of the failure of the authorities is found to lie in the 
maintenance of the expensive water-works, the annual cost of which is about 
Rs. 50,000, thus precluding the carrying out of necessery reforms and sanita 
schemes. Next, the enormous size of the town, and the inclusion within its limits 
of large tracts of rural areas, whose population is wl and ragged, is responsible 
for nine-tenths of the population of the town being unable to pay the heavy 
rates levied, which in the aggregate are said to be only one per cent less than 
those of Calcutta, although the comforts and advantages enjoyed by the 
rate-payers of the Metropolis are wofully absent in Bhagalpur. 

Stress is laid on the rigorous exaction and realisetion of municipal dues, 
and the “ insufficient, stinking and unwholesome” water-supply obtained from 
the “ stagnant and elongated cess-pool known as the Jamunia.” The remed 
for this state of things is to be found in giving up the water-works, or, if that 
cannot be done altogether, in doing away with the extension at least, for which 
Government has been advised to sanction a loan of over three lakhs. 


1332. With reference to the remarks on District Boards, made by the 
os : _._ _Lieutenant-Governor in his Budget speech, the 
— Engineers and District Fiindoo Patriot cannot agree with His Honour in 
nda attributing the bad public works of the District 
Boards to want of proper supervision. Placing the District Engineers under 
the control of Superintending Engineers will not improve the work. If the 
District Engineer is placed directly under the District Board, good results may 
be expected. | 


1333. One H. L. Ghose writes to the Jndian Mirror, asking what has led 

| the Corporation to ignore the eminent services of. 

p of the Cal- My, O. C. Dutt, and turn: his appointment into a 

khas mahal. The correspondent a'so states that one 

of the leading Commissioners, who resigned his seat on the Corporation, is again 

trying to put himself in, for the sole purpose of securing for his son the post of 

Collector of the Calcutta Corporation, The son is now employed in a 
merchant’s office, and gets pay equivalent to that of a road-overseer. 


1334, With a ‘‘ swamping European majority” in the Calcutta Municipal 
The Celoutts Manicinelit Corporation, it is evident to the Hindoo Patriot, 
‘er’ from the remarks of the accredited organ of the 


The Collectorshi 
cutta Corporation. 


_ European community, the Englishman, that the present regime does not come up 


to the standard of perfection which many thought the change would bring when 
the Babu element was taken from the governing body. It hopes that the best 
means will be adopted for removing the evils which exist, and that all right- 
thinking men will uphold the cause of sanitation. 


( g)— Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrtgation. 


1335. A traveller by the Hijli and Orissa Coast Canals, brings to the 
notice of the Bengalee the way in which boats are 

eae ernie fo ene delayed at the canal locks, and obliged to await 
the convenience of the lock Babus before being allowed to proceed through. 


In — places, too, monthly collections are made from the boats plying in the 
canals. 


1336. The Indian Empire hopes that the Government of India will not be 

i ei eee ee ae ill-advised as to agree tu the Home Board of the 

wae eng eS “East Indian Railway leasing and working the 

_ broad-gauge portion of the Iastern Bengal State 

Railway system, ‘‘The profit of this railway is exceedingly handsome, and 

the revenues of the State are directly benefited and the tax-payers indirectly, 

but if the line is sold, the profits would eventually find their way into the 

pockets of the shareholders, and the Indian tax-payers would have to pay to 
the extent these profits would lessen the income of the State.” 


reer | 
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) ~  (h)—General. 


1337. The Bengalee has another article on the subject of the troubles of 
: 2 ea the cl rks in the office of the Agent for Govern- 
— ment Consignments, and complains that Mr. Puttock 
has disobeyed Government Circulars by making 

almost the whole of his office staff attend and work during the Easter holidays. 
1338. The Amrita Bazar Patrika ia surprised to hear of Mr. Geidt’s 


appointment as Legal Remembrancer in superses- 


: .. 810n of two such distinguished Judges as Mr. Staley 
and Mr. Pargiter. It will be a calamity to the country if such able and senior 


officers are forced to resign, as were Mr. Handley and Mr. Knox-Wright, by 
being superseded. 


1339. The Patrika desires to draw the attention of the Lieutenant- 


sik i toe po al to : memorial just submitted by a 

TOP OReO eons: Rea. mMumber of people, refuting the argument inst 

G , Farid- ; ? 4 guments agains 

oar. ————— she; eens of é Sub-Deputy Mazistrate’s 

Court at Gopalganj, Faridpur. Cele the 

present arrangement, people have to travel fifty to seventy miles through. vast 
swamps to obtain justice at Madaripur or Faridpur. | 


1340. Discussing the speech with which the Lieutenant-Governor wound v 
the debate on the Provincial Budget, the Jnitan 
| Mirror says the Indians are always indifferent to 
disease and death, and it is only when they are disturbed by outside and foreign 
influences that they evince restlessness and panic. When convinced of the 
efficacy of a foreign remedy they will take to it kindly, provided ‘the pill is 
not forced down the patient’s throat.” The Mirror then endeavours to show that 
segregation, innoculation and disinfection have all proved ineffective, and 
regarding His Honour’s contention that the abatement of plague in the towns, 
with its continuance in surrounding villages, is proof of the efficacy of disinfec- 
tion, says, ‘* This argument will not hold water. Jt is more likely that the 
townsmen, running away from the plague regulations, carry the infection into 
the villages. ” 


1341, The Amrita Bazar Pairika produces an article in anewer to the 
question, ‘‘ Why is the public so powerfully moved 
by the Pennell case?” 

Sir John Woodburn has made himself popular with all classes, and to 
find him involved in this case is even more painful to the people than is the 


Mr. Geidt’s new appointment. 


The plague in Pengal. 


The public and the Pennell case. 


suspension of Mr. Pennell. It is exceedingly painful to have to offer adverse — 


comments upon any of his actions. He has been accused of screening his 
subordinates, and there is no doubt “a prima fucte case has been made out 
against him.” However, if he has done it, he has only followed tradition, and 
acted as every one in his position would have done. If he had punished 
Messrs, Corbett & Co. as they deserved, he would have been outcasted as 
Mr, Pennell has been, ‘** and forced to retire, if not suspended.” Lord Ripon 
tried to hold the balance even, and he was hissed out of India. 


Mr. Pennell has proved the Indian’s best friend, as he has established the — 


fact that India is not well governed. 

Then follows a quotation from the articles on the Pennell case and the 
administration, recently contributed tothe Times of India by “‘ An Old Civilian, ” 
and the Patrika says, ‘‘ What does the above show? It shows that the adminis- 
tration was rotten to the core in Chapra; at least most of the Chapra officials 
were not scrupulous men ,,..,...... Fancy officials—British officials—conspiring to 
send an innocent man to jail by prostituting their official oath and position !” 

‘The failure of the Government, when it came to hear of the scandal, to 
show proper indignation, shows that either the disclosures did not surprise the 
Government, or that Government is powerless where its European subordinates 
are concerned.” | 

“The Indians do not get that protection from Government to which they 
are entitled,” x 

It concludes: “In this Pennell case we have got our opportunity (it 
is the first and probably the last ) of substantiating our complaint aganst the 
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Administration. This will explain why we refer to this subject again and 
again, though Sir John Woodburn is implicated in the matter. ” 

1342. While congratulating the Government on ‘‘its wise discretion” 
in at lust giving Mr. Bb. L. Gupta and Mr. K, G. | 
. Gupta their dues, the Indtan Mirror ventures to 
remind Sir John Woodburn that Mr. B. De, Magistrate of Bankura, has been 
several times susperseded, and hopes that he will be rewarded with a Divisional 
Commissionership as soon as opportunity offers. 

1343. The Amrita Bazar Putrika publishes the full text of the judgment 
given by Mr. B. G. Geidt, Sessions Judge of 
Noakhali, on the app2al in the case in which Mohesh 
Chundra Guha, a clerk of the Noakhali Collectorate, was convicted of bein 
dishonestly in possession of a currency note. ‘lhis case was referred to by 
Mr. Pennell in his judgment on the murder case. 

Mr. Geidt’s judgment contains some serious allegations against the police 
Head Clerk, Koilash Chundra Deb, and Sub-Inspector Osman Ali, and impeach- 
ments against Mr. Reily. An order of Mr. Cargill's is spoken of as wholly 
illegal. 

1314. The Benguiee regards the judgment in the Noakhali note-theft case 
as no less important from the public point of view 
than that given by Mr. Pennell in the murder case, 
and congratulates Mr. Geidt, of whose judicial capacity it speaks in high and 
flattering terms. 

The particular importance of the judgment lies in the fact that the 
officers whose conduct is denounced, are the very ones who figured in the 
murder case, from Mr. Cargiil down to Osman All. 

After referring to certain points in the evidence and the judgment, the 
Bengalee says, ‘‘Can there be any reasonable doubt that Osman Ali, Sub-Inspec- 
tor, and Koilash, the right hand of Mr. Reily, had stolen these notes? The 
police force in Naokhali isin avery bad way, and if Government will not 
institute an immediate enquiry by a competent officer. .. . it will indeed be 
effectively encouraging what it is their obvious duty to prevent.” | 


1345. The Indian Mirror refers to the judgment of Mr. Geidt in the 
‘i Noakhali stoien-notes case, which, it says, is a clear 

wes denunciation of Mr. Cargill, the Magistrate, 
Mr. Reily, the District Superintendent, and, in fact, the entire police of the dis- 
trict, and, although ‘‘it knows that Mr. Re.ly, Osman Ali, and Koilash Chandra 
Dev, the police Head Clerk, are, or have been, under the special protection of 
Government, it does not see how an official enquiry into this particulaf matter 
can be burked. Mr, Geidt is in the good grace and confidence of Government, 
whereas Mr. Pennel was not. Surely Government cannot set aside Mr. Geidt’s 
judgment, from which it is abundantly clear that Mr. Pennell’s passionate loath- 
ing of the Noakhali police was fully justified.” 


1346. Commenting on this case, the Indian Nation remarks that it would 

i: be worse than weakness on the part of the Govern- 

id. , o.% 

ment of Bengal to shut its eyes to the condition of 
the Police Department in Noakhali as disclosed in this case. It would not be 
enough to suspend one officer, transfer another, and dismiss a third. The whole: 
Department requires overhauling, and all inefficient or shady characters have 
to be dealt within an exemplary way. Itis not for the public to suggest: 
details of punishment, but they submit to the Government, in all honesty, that 
prestige will be shaken, not upheld, by imperviousness to scandals, complaints 
and exposures. , 


1347. The Hindoo Patriot urges the adoption of the strongest measures: 
pry for the reform of the Noakhali police. As the custo- 

dians of life and property, it is essential that the 

conduct of the police should be pure; otherwise “there is no good in 
maintaining it at so great a cost. A single act of police oppression 
or corruption isa much more lamentable thing than the freaks of Tommy 
Atkins,” and, for the good name of the Government, the appeal is earnestly 
made that Sir John Woodburn will listen to the prayers of the people and take 
up the reform of the Noakhali police, fii edges . 


-Supersession of Mr. B. De. 


The Noakhali note-theft case. 
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1348. Aftcr a summary of this case, the Indian Empire concludes with the 


; following observations: — 
eRe wert “pretoR ‘Now, will Mr. Geidt be dubbed another mono- 
maniac and Mr, Osman Ali be left in the undisturbed possession of Noakhali as 


‘‘its uncrowned King,” or proper notice will be taken of the policeman’s conduct 


as revealed in Mr. Geidt’s judgment? Wonder is that Osman Ali has hitherto 


succeeded not only in charming the local officials, but the Government also, for, 
otherwise, we cannot account for the unwillingness of the Government not only 
to take notice of his conduct, but also even to transfer him from a district 
where he has been for the last 25 years. Does the Government believe that the 
administrative machinery at Noakhali will come to a dead stop if Osman Ali 
were removed from there? Be that asit may, after Mr. Geidt’s judgment 
nobody will doubt that Mr. Pennell after all was not far beside the mark.” 
1349, The Indian Mirror does not know what the upshot of the Pennell 


Kia, case will be, but whatever way the matter ends, 


it hopes and trusts no discredit will accrue to 
Government or any harm come to the State, Whatever is said about 


Mr. Pennell’s discretion or the want of it, there can be no doubt about the 
importance of the issues raised by him in his judgments in the Chapra and 
Noakhali cases. These issues include the relations obtaining between Govern- 
ment and its officers, the conduct of the subordinate Magistracy, and the 
behaviour of the police; and it is to these issues the Mirror would respectfully 
invite the attention of Government. ‘‘ We can well understand the anxiety of 
Government to screen its officers. This anxiety is born of a sense of false 
prestige. ‘Thetrue preetige of Government lies in respccting law, in carrying 
out the rules and regulations framed by itself, in exerting a becoming check on 
its servants of whatever degree, in dealing out departmental or other punish- 
ment to offending officials, and in gaining the respect of all its subjects, white 
or dark, by even-handed justice............. The police in the town and district 
of Noakhali have been in bad odour with the people for some time past. But 
the higher authorities, and the Government itself, seem to have paid no heed to 
the matter, and in reversing the judgment of Mr. Pennell in the murder:case, 
the High Court enabled the Noakhali police to pose as injured innocents, 
But Mr. Geidt has happily taken away the temporary illusion. He has found 
himself constrained to pass practically the same reflections as Mr. Pennell did 
on the police, and has practically convicted Mr. Keily of incompetency...... 
The impeachment of the Noakhali police is complete. What action the 
Government now takes, remains to be seen.” : 
1350. Under this heading the Amrifa Bazar Patrika publishes an article 
Pe ES in the following + a on the Chapra and Noakhali 
ee cases and the incidents connected with them. ‘It 
was a serious slip on the part of the Chapra officials to try to stop the mouth 
of Nursing constable by underhand means. It wasa mistake on the part of 
Mr. Pennell to betray feeling in the Chapra judgment, It wasa great blunder 
on the part of the Government to allow it to be felt that Mr. Pennell had been 


transferred on account of the judgment. This blunder was emphasized when 


Mr. Pennell was made to stay at Noakhali. A transfer from that station 


would have stopped the further progress of the matter. 


Another blunder was the nominal punishment awarded to the Chapra 
officials. It was an imprudent and impolitic act, which resulted in all the 


‘mischief that followed. oe ae 
The sense of wrong led Mr. Pennell to commit the folly of making his 


judgment so sensational. a 
It was the Officiating Chief Secretary’s threatening him and reminding him 
of his humiliation by sending him the Chapra case Resolution while he was 
dealing with Mr. Reily, and the serious slip made by the Chict Justice in 
telegraphing to him to release Mr. Reily on bail, that provoked Mr. Pennell 
into introducing into his judgment irrelevant matter regarding the higher 


authorities. The action of the High Court in setting its Registrars upon 


Mr, Pennell was unwarrantable. ideas 
The Bengal Government might have asked the High Couit to reconsider its 


| decision, or have demanded an explanation from Mr. Pennell; but, with prompti- 


tude worthy of a better cause, it at once gave effect to the recommendation. - 
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be: | It wasa mistake to treat this murder case, which convulsed the whole 
i country, as an ordinary one, and to leave it in the hands of the Deputy 
; Legal Remembrancer, instead of directing the Advocate-General to appear 
‘3 on behalf of the Government. 
a The last blunder is in upsetting the finding of Mr. Pennell. 
ie: | To let Mr. Reily off without trial is unfair, both to Mr. Reily and to the 
i) i cause of justice, and the public cannot be blamed if they continue to believe 
a in his guilt. : 

The native Press only give a faint echo of the feeling that is workin 
tat in the mind of the public, who are losing the profound respect for the 
. authorities which they have always entertained.’ 

* Hixpoo Parazo7, 1251. The Hindoo Patriot enters upon a defence of the Hon’ble T. K: 
a — = Ghose, Inspector-General of Registration, against 
tion Dogurtaniak. inthe Registra ‘the attacks made on him in the Moslem Chronicle 

it with regard to the appuintment of Muhammadans 
te: | in the Registration Department. The Chronicle’s complaint that, because 
#} Mr. D. H. Ahmad, when he was Inspector-General of Registration, appointed 

a Hindu as his Persona] Assistant, a Muhammadan should now hold that 
office, is scouted as ridiculous and childish. As forthe charge that very few 
Muhammadans have been appvinted as Rural Sub-Registrars since Mr. Ghose’s 


age grad 
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ee appointment, it asks if there are any proofs that Mr. Ghose has 
fot wilfully overlooked the claims of Muhammadans and favoured Hindus. 

y 2 BENGALEE, On this subject, the Bengalee remarks that the Chronicle has indulged in 
ee _ 2ist April 1901, 


the language not of reason but of passion. Both Messrs. Dilawar Husain 
and Tarini Kumar Ghose were surely guided in the selection of their Personal 


Assistants by considerations, not of religion, but of merit. As for the com- 
é | plaint that, during the present réyime, very few Muhammadans have received 
appointments, the Bengalez is sure that the charge has no foundation in truth. 


BEvcatke, 


¢) ° - « 
on tok oe. 1252. With reference to the charges against Babu Surendra Nath Rai, 


i he ek Munsif of Arrah, now being enquired into by Mr. 1 | 
: Richardson, the Bengalee says:—‘‘The Provincial 
| Judicial Service is noted for its purity and efficiency, and it is with great 
, regret we hear of charges of corruption brought against Surendra Nath Kai. 
| We trust the Munsif will come unscathed out of the ordeal, but, in any case, it 
is only rightand proper that the enquiry sbould have been held.” 
it BenaR HERALD, 1333. The Muzaffarpur correspondent of the Behar [lerald, in the course 
a 20th April 1902. . of a letter, describes ‘‘Babu Mahadeo Prasad, 
i. abu Mahadeo Prasad, Deputy Tissier Cieliecs h nae 
gi Magistrate, Muzaffarpur. eputy Collector, whose superannuity commences 
from August next, as the Osman Ali of Muzaffar- 


pur. He began life asa junior clerk in the local Collectorate in the early 


sixties. Lutterly a Sub, now a full Deputy, he has never gone out of 


Tirhut except on pilgrimage and holiday excursions. His family has managed 
i) to +acquire extensive properties in Tirhut and in the town. In his residential 
| house, there is a miscellaneous shop, reputed to be his own, alongside of his elder 
a brother, Ajodha Prosad and Sons’,--not very flourishing, but well known to be 
judicious in its terms, Cash and credit quotations nominali—By the bye, is it 


not officially prohibited to keep a man as His Majesty’s Deputy where he has 


iki got his properties and its inevitable adjunct—litigation relating thereto—and 
| a a little shop to boot?” Dib. 


BENGALEB, 1354. Referri | : ; : eae 
20th April 1901, ° eferring to the replies to the interpellations of the Hon’ble 


Sie Bestel Desens. Baikanta Nath Sen, on the subject of the Sonthal 


e Parganas system of administration, a correspondent 
from Rajmahal, writing to the Bengalcee, suggests that the Hon’ble Baikanta 
Nath Sen should call for the statistics of all the criminal cases during the last 


five years, and ask in how many of these accused were defended by a pleader, 
and in how many such right was denied in the respective Criminal Courts of 
the Sonthal Parganas. | 


The correspondent then proceeds to describe the constitution of the 
Sonthal Parganas, and contrasts its 


ana condition fifty years ago, when its popula- 
tion was uncivilized, with its condition at the pon ray and maiataies thet, 
the changes wrought have made the Sonthals 


low-class people of the neighbouring districts. 


it during the past 12 years alone, 
ai the equal in intelligence of the 
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1355. Contrasting the Bengal Budget with the Budget of the North- 

whe Bena and 3 Western *Provinces, the Indian Nation finds the 
e Bengal and North-Western bd “se ‘ 

Provinces Budget. former, as regards administration, scarcely a record 

of progress, nor does it exhibit anything like a 


oe such as, for instance, the development of powers of self-governing 
odias. 


1356. The Amrita Bazar Patrita remarks that the way in which theappeal — 


. Inthe Noakhali case has been disposed of by the. 
. Pennell and the Noakh po y* 
Pe eng ae High Court, has saved the Judicial and Executive 


authorities a good deal of trouble. I¢ cannot, 
however, congratulate them on the result of the trial. Mr. Pennell’s decision 


has been set aside, but that does not prove that the High Court is right aud the 


subordinate Court wrong. On the other hand, public feeling holds that the 


judgment of Mr. Pennell is far more ably written than that of Mr. Justice 
Ameer Ali, and that the latter fails to convince one that Mr, Pennell's findings 
were incorrect. The Government has scored against Mr. Pennell, inasmuch 
as the judgment on the appeal has made Mr. Reily’s position (in which the 
Executive Government and the Chief Justice were so keenly interested) safe, 
but Mr. Penneil has likewise scored against the authorities by the way 
Mr. Geidt has dispesed of the note-theft case. 

The Paétrtta also comments on the amount of sympathy Mr. Pennell has 
secured from the public, European and native, From the letter of ‘Old 


Civilian” in the Times cf India, it is apparent that some of his own service men 


also feel for him, and no wonder. .The members of the heaven-born service 
to which Mr. Pennell belongs, had a notion that they were above punishment. 
The manner of Mr. Pennell’s punishment has endangered the position of every 
mem Civilian, which now seems to be as insecure as that of the meanest 
chaprast. | | 
; As for Mr. Pennell’s exposures, which have cost him dearly, and which 
Mr. Geidt, an impartial Judge, has confirmed, do not they lead to the presump- 
tion that the rottenness discovered in Chapra and Noakhali, prevails in some 
other places too, if not every where ? | | 
In another article, on the Pioneer’s comments on the Noakhali case, the 
Patrika regrets that the Allahabad paper confined itself to the extra-judicial 
portions of Mr, Pennell’s judgment, which everyone condemned. If Mr. 
Pennell showed aberrations, were the High Court and the Bengal Government 
completely free from them? As a fair journalist, the Pioneer should have 


- mentioned also the slips of the Chief Justice and the Executive authorities. 


1357. The Amrita Bazar Patrika suspects that the object of the Govern- 

ment Resolution is to further, by some subtle 

ott a any Resolution on means, the admission of Europeans and Eurasians 

a” artmen’ 8P- into the Public Works Department, aud hopes to 
take up the subject in a future issue. 

1358, ‘‘The Ilbert Bill agitation,” says the Amrita Bazar Patrika, 


‘S resulted in weakening the power of Government 
An appeal to Sir John Wood- 


, 
ii ial ie Weenete Walaa over its subordinates. © Phe latter, always power 
ful, became thus irresistible... ... +02 sees. o0e si auiees so 


The subordinate authorities have nothing in common with the Indians, 
and it is only the police that keeps them in touch with the people, Without 
the police, Government is helpless. When the police is bad, the Inspectors and 
Sub-Inspectors lead the District Superintendent of Police and the District 
Magistrate by the nose? ” 

If the Noakhali case had not been tried by a Judge like Mr. Pennell, the 
fact that Osman Ali was the uncrowned king of the district would not have 
come to light. 

_ he Patrika then reproduces its old arguments in excuse of Mr. Pennell’s 
attacks on high officials, refers to Mr. Geidt’s judgment in the note- 
theft case as endorsing Mr. Pennell’s strictures on the Noakhal1 administration, 
admits Mr. Pennell has made serious mistakes, but contends that Sir John 
Woodburn and Sir Francis Maclean themselves have made several slips in 
connection with the case. | : | 

It then appeals to Sir John Woodburn, and Sir Francis Maclean “‘to forget 
and forgive, and so put an end to this interminable affair.” 1f Mr. Pennell is 
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asked for an explanation of his disobedience, the Putrika believes he will not 
only clear himself, but will take the opportunity of expressing regret for the 
language used by him. 

1359. The Hindoo Patriot thinks that Mr. Pennell ought not to be kept 
in suspense any longer, and that - Government 
should now pass judgment in his case, as there are 
before it sufficient materials to form an opinion, As for the irrelevant 
matters which Mr. Pennell introduced in his judgment, the Patriot thinks the 
observations of the two learned Judges who heard the appeal in the Noakhali 
murder case, are quite sufficient for the pacification of the wrath which 
Mr, Pennell had roused in the official mind. ‘‘ Government will act in consonance 
with public wishes if it pronounces decision in the matter one way or the other, 
It is on principle that we are insisting upon the Government not to suspend 
its judgment any further in this matter. It should be delivered soon, and the 
sooner the better.” 

1360. The Bengalee says there isa strong feeling against the proposed 
inclusion of the Gobindpur subdivision in the 
Burdwan district. 

‘‘Tt is rumoured that some influential people have acquired an interestin 
the coal properties in the subdivision, and they are naturally anxious to avail 
themselves of the Courts nearer Calcutta.” 


Mr. Pennell's suspension. 


The Gobindpur subdivision. © 


1361. ‘‘ There are,” says the Amrita Bazar Patrika, ‘‘a hundred and one 
questions in which the people of Bengal are inter- 
Phe ay Debate in the Bengal ested,” The following are selected as the most im- 


portant of them :—The chaukidari tax, the road cess, 
the water scarcity, and the absence of dispensaries and medical help, _ 

The chaukidari tax is paid by all, even the poor widow living for six 
months of the year on one meal a day, and it is all the more oppressive in 
that it is realized by the panchayet, which, with few honourable exceptions, 
consists of the dregs of society. Millions of “dumb villagers ’”’ suffer by this 
tax, and know not in what way they are benefited by it. | 

The road cess belongs to the people, and had its proceeds not been diverted 
to fill the coffers of Government, half the misery of Bengal would have dis- 


appeared by now. 


~~ Water scarcity and want of medieal lelp are just now ‘‘the burning topics 
of the country.” Village after village is being wholly or partially depopulated 
through tens of thousands of people “‘dying annually” for want of medical 


help. 


Jt affords pleasure to find that two of these subjects were taken up by 
Mr. A.M. Bose at the last Council meeting, while Mr. M. S. Das referred to the— 
road-cess question. ‘The Patria is grateful to Sir John Woodburn for having 
at last admitted the truth about the District Boards. Mr. Bose fought very 
hard on the question of water scarcity, and the Patrika will take up this subject 


In another issue, 


IIJ.— LeaisiaTion, 


1362. Noticing the Patrita’s complaint of the unsatisfactory way in 
which the Government have taken to replying to 
questions in Council, the Jndian Empire suggests 
that “it would be better if the right of interpellation were withdrawn than 


Interpellations in Council, 


to travesty it in the manner it is now being done.’ 


IV.—Native States. * 


1363. The Bengalee is not anxious at present to go too far in praise of 
Lord Curzon’s administration, and will keep its 
yY verdict until the final fall of the ‘curtain. Lord 
Curzon has done well in setting his face against 


" Lord Curzon and the Feudator 
Chiefs. 


the too frequent visits of the Native princes to England, but His Excellency has 


not gone to the root of the evil. If young princes are brought up in the hands 
of European tutors, who keep them out of touch with their own people, and 
Anglicise them from an early age, why should the Viceroy rebuke them if they 


_ afterwards show a taste for European pastimes and frivolities ? 


on a ae eee 
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Then the unnecessary interference of a Political Agent naturall i 


a prince, wounds his self-respect, and drives him to travel, so that he can get 
as far as possible away from the Agent, , - 


His Excellency should first effect a radical reform in the way the princes 
are brought up, and next relieve them from the thraldom of Politicals. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THB PEOPLE, 


1364, ‘' Pro Bono Pubiico,” writing. to the Hindoo Patriot, renews his com- 
plaint of scarcity of water in Tangail, and calls 
on the zamindars to take up the matter, and to 
remove the long and keenly felt grievance by re-excavating tanks. 


Scarcity of water in Tangail. 


VI.—MisceLLaNneovs, 


1365, The Bengalee says, ‘the Government is never tired of repeating 


ne eon its solicitude to promote technical and ‘scientific 
onan omnes soe education in India, Lord George Hamilton 
declared that technical education, followed by 


industrial development, was the true panacea against famine,......yet with an 
inconsistency that is only possible among Indian officials, he restriéis to two the 
number of Indian candidates passing out of Coopers Hill who are to receive in 
appointments in the Public Works Department. No matter how many may 
be qualified, only two are to be appointed each year. One asks in amazement, 
is this the way to advance technical studies and to promote scientific educa- 
tion in India ?” ie 

13866, The Bengal thinks the decision to restrict the number of appoint- 

Did ments open to the Engineering Department of 
eee the Sibpur College, involves grave injustice to the 
students who joined the Engineering Department of the College before the 

ublication of the Resolution. The Bengalee regards the Resolution as a 
lunder, honestly committed, and appeals to Government to modify it and thus 
remove the alarm and discontent that prevail. 

1867. The Indian Mirror says King Edward has commenced well. One 
of his first acts as King, was to issue a proclama- 
tion to the Indian Princes and people. But the 
Mirror would have liked to see the pledges of the 
great Proclamation of 1858 renewed, witb a further pledge that those pledges 
would at last be redeemed. oe ah aa 

The proposal to raise an Indian body-guard is regarded with satisfac- 
tion, as it shows that the King recognises the importance of India in the 
economy of the k mpire, and that he trusts his Indian subjects. 

Then there is the fact that five Indian regiments are being equipped for duty 
in the colonies, and it is not unlikely that a military career may be opened out 
to the chiefs and nobles of India by the establishment of an Indian Sandhurst. 

But the one thing on which the Indian es have set their hearts these 
many years is administrative reform. They h hoped that, with the advent 
of the new century and the new Sovereign, an earnest attempt would be’ made 
to overhaul Indian affairs by means of a Royal Commission or otherwise, 
but their prayer is still unheeded. 

1368. ‘The story told by our Benares correspondent?” says the Amrita 

a ... Bazar Paitrika, *‘is eimply incredible, though it is 

The Editor of the Kaitdas. amusing. The Editor of Kalidas is yet in jail. 

A Maharatta gentleman offered his house, worth Rs. 3,000, as security. his 
was at first accepted. But it was, on second consideration, rejected. For 
house property loses in value in time. Then Mr. Karmarkar offered cash, 
But as cash, does not deteriorate in value, this was accepted. But again the 
negotiations, if we may use the expression, fell through. The Magistrate 
ed upon Mr. Bromley to make a statement, He deposed that Mr. Karmakar 


India in a new century and 
under a new King. 


had spoken to him ina manner that justified the Poona murders. ‘Is that 


7 
80? said the Magistrate. ‘ How can the Government then accept such a man’s 
cash who is & fanatic? ? And so the security was not at first accepted. The 
Magistrate, however, reconsidered the matter, and at last admitted that a 
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. ; - = 
fanatic’s: money is as good as that of—a Magistrate, but the Editor is yet in 
Pre Be e 
asus 1369. The following paragraph appears in the Indian Mirror :-— = 

| ‘‘T'wo South Canara Brahmins: are about to 
proceed to England to compete for places in the 
Indian Civil Service. In this connection, a Hindu 
journal writes: ‘It is the practical solution, by the manly examples of the 
outh of India, of the great sea-voyage question.’ So itis. And the question 
is more likely and more easily to bé solved in this manner than by any other 
means.” 3 . 
1370, The Hindoo — om Ni . the ergperoe f experienced b 
ee educated Indian in obtaining employment whereb 
Prospects of eiucated Indians. ‘hey can earn a living, ” ink ba the sabjeck 
deserves higher consideration from Indians than other se such as the 
separation of Judicial and Executive functions, and the exclusion of Indians 
from higher 5 ge egy in the public service. se 
The supply has become greater than the demand, and the public services, 
the law, and the medical profession are so overcrowded, that the prospects of 
the educated Indians are ‘‘duily becoming gloomy.” 
Complaint is again made of the Preventive Service, the Appraising De- 
partment, and the clerkships in the Military Department not being open to 
natives. 
‘The Government has given us education, and it should also see that 
those whom they have educated do not starve.” 
1371. The Behar Herald publishes the memorial of the Mahant of Bodh 


The solution of the sea-voyage 
question. 


se be against the encroachment on his religious 
Mr. Dharmapala and the Bodh yiohts by Mr. Dharmapala and remarks as follows :— 
Gaya temple 


| 7 “We, however, do not think that Mr. Dharma- 
pala has made out his case and proved the necessity of a second rest-house at 
Bodh Gaya. Many competent judges look upon Mr. Dbarmapala’s attempt 
as an unjust encroachment on Hindurights. How is it, we ask, no one before 
Mr. Dharmapala ever complained of the great discomfort and hardship of Buddhist 
paige for want of a proper habitation in the vicmity of the holy shrine? 

ow is it, we ask again, that eminent Buddhists, who will have nothing to do 
with Mr, Dharmapala, maintain that the present rest houses at Bodh Gaya are 
all that they should be, and nothing is wanting to make the Buddhist pilgrims 
comfortable there? ‘Then why disturb the. present order of things and set up 
new rights and interests? Can it be that there is in Mr. Dharmapala an intense 
desire to ‘go his own gait’ as our Yankee brethren would say—a desire to 


impose his own will to demonstrate his force in the world, to make a flourish 


and to boss the show ?” 


1372. A correspondent of the Bengalee gives an account of the looting 
of the shops in the Bindkuri H&t, Tezpur, by a 
A. market looted by tea-garden body of five hundred garden coolies, It is said 
: that the shopkeepers having refused to sell 
‘at the ruinously low rate” fixed by the planters, the coolies were incited by 
their European masters to commit this rash act. The Bengalee hopes, for the 
sake of the planters, it will be found that the half-starved coolies acted spon- 
taneously to satisfy the cravings of hunger. | 


1873. The Bengake devotes two columns to an account of the reception 


of Mr. Pennell at Noakhali:— ae 
oe. Penne at Ree ‘From morning, telegrams of his arriva) at 
Feni continued to pour in............... the news spread like wild-fire, and the 


blissful hour of Mr. Pennell’s arrival was awaited by thousands.....,....... It 
was as if the happy advent of a god among mortals had been publicly 
announced. es 
‘During the day all business was suspended, The tailor ceased plying his 
—— the clothier shelved his ledger, and even the day-labourers struck 
work. 
“Under the auspices of the People’s Association a subscription list had been 


previously opened, and a handsome sum had been contributed by enthusiasts 
and well-wishers. , ae, 
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‘¢ Front about 1 P.m., a continuous stream of people continued to p ar 
through the Kalitara Road, the main thoroughfare of the town ......... | i by 


4~.M., quite a phenomenal crowd of a rather promiscuous character had 
mustered strong near the Dhumchur Bridge. | 


‘‘ Pleaders of both Judge’s and Munsiff’s Courts, Mukhtears and Amlahs 


% 


demonstration by their presence. 


from the Sheristadar downwards, and school teachers, added weight to the 
‘¢Qn the arrival of Mr. Pennell ...... the multitude raised deafening cheers 


which echoed through .space and reached the heavens. The students waved - 


flags and pennons, and raised three cheers, first for the King, then for 
Mr. Pennell. Re nd : 

‘Mr. Pennell was photographed, after which he was requested to-sit on the 
tandem (sic). On the students and officers volunteering to drag the carriage, he 
made a gentle remonstrance, but was ultimately won over by the earnest 
entreaties of the people. 3 : 


‘‘ As a preliminary tothe procession, printed addresses were read, and a fine 


song, specially composed for the occasion, was sung by two boys, who | 


7 garlanded Mr. Pennell. 
‘‘The procession, nearly a mile in length, then moved on amid deafening 


and incessant cheers. 


) ‘The trees by the roadside were clad m summer foliage and seemed to be 
| visibly delighted. Nature, in fact, had decorated herself, and she appeared to 
t t be in her gayest. But the dust raised from the road caused much annoyance, 
&c., &e. | 

‘‘The people raised Mr. Pennell to the god-head, and his name is already 
3 a household word.” } , 
- 1374. The Hindoo Patriot comments very favourably on a letter addressed 
: | ia pein to the Pioneer by Nawab Medhi Husain 
t andthe Hindus, SSS S”~Sé«C'ackteh Nawab Jung, an ex-Minister of Hyderabad, 
t . F who writes that he entertains a good opinion of the 
e aims and doings of the Indian National Congress, and that more good is done 
it _ by such public agitation than by sccrot means, which are regarded with sus- 
? ’ picion. The Patrio¢ next endorses the views expressed by the Nawab, that 
O _ the estrangement between the ruling race and the people is due to the acts of 
e individual members of the former class, and ‘that unity between Hindus and 
C Muhammadans is of the highest importance. 
Pp 1875. The Indian Mirror does not approve of Boer prisoners being 
© i ee a. foisted on India. These men would, in some poli- 
0 ee tical crisis, form a considerable political danger. 
h 1376. The following paragraph is taken from the Jndian Nation :— 

Deiat otis ‘The Hon'ble Mr. Baker gave a heartless 
g nking waterinthe mufassal. onswer to the numerous appeals made to him for 
a the supply of drinking water to the people of the mufassal. It is the duty 
‘d of the zamindars, says he, to make the supply. But what isthe road cess 
in for? And what encouragement does the Government give tg the zamindars ? 
a If Mr. Baker will look to the files of 1896, to see what Sir Alexander Mackenzie 
18 and Mr. Risley did in the matter, he may discover that Government may do 
n- something.” 


1377. The Amrita Bazar Pairika, referring to the Hon’ble Mr. Baker’s 


| ” reply to the Hon’ble Mr. A. M. Bose, on the subject 

—e eee of scarcity of drinking water, expresses a wish that 

at the Hon’ble Finance Minister of Bengal, instead of proceeding to Darjoeling, 

he would go into the interior of Bengal, where “a sight would meet his eyes, the 
It like of which prevails nowhere in the world,” | 

ly It is a fact that, in the dry weather, people sometimes have to go five, 

eight, and even ten miles for their supply of drinking water. All this, when 

11s brought to the notice of the Council, was met with the reply that the 
ck people must provide their own water. e. 
The main work of the Government is to realise taxes from the native of 

en the soil for the benefit of Europeans, by constructing geveral hospitals in 

sts Calcutta, improving Darjeeling, and making grants to Muropean educational 


institutes! ” 

* What is the road cess for, if not to supply the people with water? But 
where has the Cess Fund gone? Let that be returned to the people, and they 
Will not trouble the authorities to supply them with water, = 
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1378. The Amrita Basar Patrika admits that the Provincial Conferences 


: are not showing signs of health and rity, 
The Midnapore Conference. calla on the lesdi “en % minster’ siren in 


Midnapore, if for nothing else, to establish all futyre Conferences oma firm 
footing. When it is decided in what district the next Conference is to be held 
hundreds of meetings should be held in all the important villages of the district, 
and the inhabitants made to realise that they have a country which is going 
to be ruined, because of their own apathy. 7 | 
High politics should be eschewed, and the promoters should confine their 


‘ attention to, say, half-a-dozen subjects ic. which the millions of Bengal are 


Inpian EMPIRE, 
28rd April 1901. 


24th April 1901. 


26sh April 1991. 


AMBITA BasaR 
PaTRig4, 


26th April 1901. 


directly interested. | 
1379. The Jndtan ~ peoeneg 8 A uty ig of politicians 
; escri ivilian,”’ in the Zimes of Inds 
Are the people of India sheep? 4 | one af hich the native inhabitants are Z, yi 
to a shepherd, regrets to say that most of the Anglo-Indian officials belo 
to this school. But such Anglo-Indians, by the fright they often exhibit cf 
their sheep and the suspicion with which they always regard their movements, 
rove that, much as they would desire to convert the people into sheep, the 
ave not succeeded in doing so yet, though the rigorous administration that 
obtains, and the rapid emasculation of the people, will no doubt bring about 
that result. | 
Let them, instead, treat the people better, and in a more kindly and sym- 
pathetic spirit, as it behoves them as guardians and protectors to do; and then 
only will the people love and revere them; then only will Britain firmly 
establish her rule in India, and the Indians will ever obey their rulers as sheep 
their shepherd. | 
1380. The Bengalee, quoting from the letter of an officer writing from 
China, says this officer is of opinion that, now the 
Indian soldiers have had an opportunity of com- 
paring the English with other European nations, they will cease to think 
much of Russia. In the Russian camps, there is an absolute lack of arrange- 
ments for soldiers’ comfort, mingled with the grossest cruelty, and the Indian 


soldier asks himself, ‘Is this the great nation of which the Sircar is supposed 
to be afraid?” 


The Russian bogey. 


‘‘ But surely,” says the Bengatee, “the sepoy nas also had an “opportunity ~~~“ 


of noticing the fighting qualities of the Russian soldier; and does he think as 
oorly of these qualities, as he has found their arrangements deficient? Not 
ong ago the English in China were represented by English correspondents 


as being mightily afraid of provoking a collision with Russia. We dare say — 


the Indian sepoy has noticed this also.” 

1481. The Bengalee has received a copy of a petition, submitted to the 
Lieutenant-Governor by two Muhammadan gentle- 
men, Syed Ganzanfur Hossein and Syed 
Mubarak Hossein, against a zamindar of the Murshidabad district. The 
charges, if true, reveal a state of oppression, which would have been thought 
impossible under British rule. 

A searching enquiry should, if necessary, be followed by vigorous action, 
to at once put an end to such unheard of zulum. 

1382. The Amrita Bazar Patrika’s Noakhali correspondent, in recounting 


- Petition against a zamindar. 


Mr. Pennell at Noakhali. the honours paid to Mr. Pennell at Noakhali, — 


complains of the refusal of Mr. Cargill and the 

Managing Committee to lend the Town Hall for a tea-party and reception to 
Mr. Pennell. “ | 
The day following this refusal, there was a meeting of Municipal Com- 
migsioners to discuss the question of the remission of the municipal tax on 
the Town Hall, on the ground that it was a public institution. All the 


Commissioners, except two, voted against the remission, contending that the 


not appointed the Managing Committee, © 


OFFICE OF THE INsPR.-GENERAL 
oF Ponce, L. P., 


Wuirexs’ Burpines, 
| The 27th April 1901. J 
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Hall could not now be regarded as a public institution, and that the public had 


ee F.C. DALY, 
Asst, to the Inspr.-General of Police, L, P- 
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